[The ultrastructure of intermediate type trophoblast cell].
Transmission electron microscopy was used to clarify the detailed morphology of the "intermediate type" trophoblast cell in normal and tumor issue. 67 normal placental villi specimen, 10 placental bed specimens and 10 malignant mole, 10 hydatidiform mole, 5 choriocarcinoma specimen (the last three types taken before chemotherapy) were examined. Results showed that the transitional type trophoblasts of the placenta were developed from cytotrophoblasts through differentiation and fusion to syncytiotrophoblasts which showed features of maturation and aging, having features of cytotrophoblast nuclei and syncytiotrophoblast cytoplasm. The transitional trophoblast of placental bed showed similar morphology as that of transitional type cells of villi. The morphology of transitional type cells of villi. The morphology of transitional type cells of trophoblastic tumors had both normal morphology and cellular hyperplasia, atypia and features of tumor ultrastructure. The prominent feature was the high electron density of the granules and polymorphic cysts crowded in villi, demonstrating that the morphology of "intermediate type" trophoblasts in placental and tumor tissue are similar, whereas heterotype cellular morphology is present in varying degrees in tumor tissue.